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Abstract. This study aims to describe and analyze the intellectual trajectory of O.K. Nizami Jamil in Riau Malay cultural literature and
his contribution to strengthening cultural identity in Pekanbaru City. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method with a
qualitative approach through biographical study and narrative analysis. Data were collected through in-depth interviews, documentation,
and literature review, with informants selected using the snowball sampling technique. Data analysis was conducted using content
analysis through stages of data reduction, classification, interpretation, and conclusion drawing. The findings reveal that O.K. Nizami
Jamil’s socio-cultural background, rooted in a strong Malay environment, shaped his intellectual orientation toward cultural
preservation. His works function not only as documentation of history and customs but also as a medium for transmitting cultural values
and strengthening the collective identity of the Riau Malay community. Furthermore, his role as a cultural figure and public intellectual
positions him as a role model in society. This study highlights that local intellectuals play a strategic role in the production of cultural
knowledge and the preservation of local wisdom in the face of globalization.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Riau Malay culture is a crucial foundation for shaping the
identity of the people of Riau Province. Within the context of
regional development, Pekanbaru City, as a center of
economic growth and urbanization, faces increasingly
complex social dynamics. These developments not only bring
progress but also pose challenges to the sustainability of local
cultural values [1]. Globalization, modernization, and
changes in urban lifestyles have the potential to shift
traditional cultural practices that have long been characteristic
of Malay society. Therefore, the presence of intellectuals and
cultural figures is crucial as agents of cultural preservation
and development [2]. Their role is not limited to preserving
tradition but also transforming cultural values to ensure their
relevance in modern society. In this regard, local wisdom,
encompassing norms, values, and traditions, plays a strategic
role in strengthening the cultural identity of the community.
Emphasize that local wisdom serves not only as a cultural
heritage but also as a foundation for forming collective
identity and an instrument of social resilience in the face of
global change [3], [4].

Several previous studies have examined the importance of
local culture in building community identity. Explains that
communal intellectual property rights derived from
traditional knowledge and cultural expressions are a crucial
instrument in maintaining the sustainability of the cultural
identity of indigenous communities [5]. This finding suggests
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that intellectual activity in the cultural field is not only related
to knowledge production but also to efforts to protect and
strengthen cultural identity. Other studies also emphasize the
crucial role of cultural literature in transmitting local values
to the younger generation and serving as a medium for
documenting cultural history [6], [7]. Furthermore, Rahman
(2020) reveals that the role of local cultural figures is very
strategic in bridging tradition and modernity through their
works and social activities. Thus, previous studies generally
position cultural intellectuals as crucial actors in maintaining
the sustainability of local values amidst social change [8].

However, studies specifically examining the role of local
intellectuals through written works as a form of cultural
knowledge production are still relatively limited, particularly
in the context of Riau Malay culture in Pekanbaru City. Most
previous studies have emphasized aspects of cultural
preservation in the form of artistic practices or cultural
policies, while studies on intellectual contributions through
literature as a means of constructing cultural identity have not
been explored in depth. Furthermore, there are not many
studies examining how the social and intellectual background
of a cultural figure shapes his works and how these works
contribute to building collective awareness in society [9].
Therefore, this study occupies an important position in filling
this gap by focusing on the analysis of the intellectual role of
O.K. Nizami Jamil as a cultural figure and writer in
strengthening Riau Malay culture.
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0O.K. Nizami Jamil is a figure who has made a significant
contribution to the preservation of Riau Malay culture. As an
artist and writer, he not only plays a role in the development
of art, such as the Riau Malay Offering Dance which has been
standardized by the Riau Malay Customary Institution, but
also actively produces written works discussing Malay history,
customs, and noble values [10]. His intellectual productivity
shows that he plays a role not only as a cultural actor, but also
as a producer of cultural knowledge. His works serve as an
important reference in understanding the construction of
contemporary Malay identity and serve as a medium for
documentation and transmission of cultural values to the next
generation [11]. Within this framework, O.K. Nizami Jamil
can be positioned as a local intellectual who has a strong
capacity for thought and a strategic contribution to
maintaining the sustainability of Riau Malay culture [12], [13].

Based on this background, the problem in this study is how
the intellectual background of O.K. Nizami Jamil shaped his
works and how his contribution to the literature of Riau Malay
culture made him a role model in society. This study aims to
describe and analyze the intellectual role of O.K. Nizami
Jamil in strengthening Riau Malay culture through his
writings. More specifically, this study seeks to examine his
intellectual footprint in the production of local knowledge and
his contribution to the preservation and development of Malay
culture in Pekanbaru.

This research contributes to a comprehensive
understanding of the role of local intellectuals in constructing
cultural identity within a rapidly evolving urban society. It is
also expected to enrich studies on local knowledge production
from a Malay cultural perspective and serve as an academic
reference in developing cultural preservation policies.
Furthermore, this research provides historical legitimacy for
the importance of cultural figures in maintaining the
sustainability of local values for future generations.

II. RESEARCH METHODS

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method with a
qualitative approach through biographical study and narrative
analysis. This design was chosen to explore in depth the life
history, subjective experiences, and contributions of O.K.
Nizami Jamil within social, cultural, and historical contexts
[14]. Narrative analysis is used to understand how the subject
constructs meaning and identity through life stories
(Riessman, 2020), while the descriptive-analytical method
serves to systematically present the subject’s life trajectory as
well as to provide a critical interpretation of his social role
[15].

The research was conducted at the residence of O.K.
Nizami Jamil, located at Jalan Lokomotif No. 15, Lima Puluh
District, Pekanbaru City. This location was selected as it
represents the center of the subject’s daily activities and the
storage of various personal archives. The study was carried
out over a period of three months, from October to December
2025, encompassing the stages of preparation, data collection
(interviews and documentation), and data analysis.

In terms of data collection techniques, the researcher
applied documentation study by collecting relevant written
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materials and systematically examining them. The collected
data were then analyzed using content analysis, through
stages including data reduction, data classification,
interpretation, and conclusion drawing. Data reduction was
conducted by selecting information relevant to the research
focus. Subsequently, key themes, main ideas, and cultural
values contained within the works were identified. The
analysis was conducted in a descriptive-interpretative manner
to understand the position of O.K. Nizami Jamil as a cultural
intellectual. The selection of informants was carried out using
the snowball sampling technique. In line with [16], this
technique allows the researcher to determine samples
progressively, starting from key informants until data
saturation is reached.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This research uses a qualitative approach using in-depth
interviews with purposively selected informants. Informants
were chosen based on their direct connection to the research
object, whether as primary subjects, practitioners, or
institutional and government representatives. The following
is a list of informants in this study:

Table 1. Research Informants

No Informant Position/Role Perspective Given
Name

| 0O.K. Nizami CRJiiX?;aZrZ?S and Main perspectives
Jamil g (biography & thoughts)

(Research subjects)

5 Syarifah Deputy Secretary of ~ Traditional institutional
Yusnita LAM Riau perspective

3 E;tl?l ;\i/[ayang Offering Dancers Art practitioner perspective

4 Syafrizal Cultural Expert of Policy perspectives and

the Cultural Service  cultural history

Based on the results of interviews, observations and
documentation, several main findings were obtained as
follows:

A. Text Font of Entire Document Background of O.K.
Nizami Jamil as a Pekanbaru Cultural Figure

0.K. Nizamil Jamil was born on December 21, 1936, in
Kampung Dalam, Siak Sri Indrapura, an area known for its
rich Malay traditions and cultural values. His birthplace,
steeped in customs and religious life, had a profound
influence on the formation of his personality later in life.
Living in the Siak community, steeped in artistic, literary, and
traditional values, became the initial foundation for the
growth of O.K. Nizami Jamil's love for Malay arts and culture.
From childhood, he was accustomed to witnessing various
forms of art such as zapin, kompang, and pantun, which
would later become a source of inspiration for his career as an
artist and cultural figure.

He was the son of a secretary of the Siak kingdom during
the reign of Sultan Syarif Qasim. O.K. Nizami Jamil grew up
and developed in the royal environment, thus developing the
soul and character of a cultural figure from the beginning.
This was evidenced by his love of art and culture during his
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schooling. O.K. Nizami Jamil continued his education at
ASRI (Indonesian Fine Arts Academy) in Yogyakarta in 1961.

0.K. Nizami Jamil is known as a cultural figure with a
strong interest in preserving Riau Malay culture. Working and
active in Pekanbaru, he grew up in a social environment
steeped in Malay traditions. This background shaped his
cultural awareness, leading him to document and develop
Malay values in writing. As a cultural figure, his role extends
beyond producing works, including involvement in cultural
activities, discussions, seminars, and cultural literacy
initiatives. This position demonstrates that he is not merely a
writer, but a public intellectual who contributes to the social
sphere [17].

e

Figure 1. Documentation of Sri Wahyuni Sandra (6ct0ber
2025)

B. Written Works as Production of Cultural Knowledge

0.K. Nizami Jamil is a Riau Malay intellectual and cultural
figure who has made significant contributions to the
preservation and strengthening of Malay cultural identity. His
intellectual capacity is reflected in the breadth of his insight,
the depth of his historical analysis, and his productivity in
producing written works that focus on Malay history, customs,
and cultural values. His existence as an artistic and cultural
figure, as well as a writer, demonstrates that intellectual
activity does not stop at the conceptual level, but is also
manifested in works that have social and cultural impact.

The works of O.K.Nizami Jamil such asThe Story of the
Queen of the Siak Kingdom, Tengku Maharatu, Throne for
My Country Indonesia, History of Riau Malay Customary
Board, Siak State, My Birthplace, as well as Riau Malay
Architecture and Cultural Heritagedemonstrates O.K. Nizami
Jamil's commitment to documenting and reconstructing the
narrative of Riau Malay history and culture. Through these
works, he not only presents historical facts but also builds
collective awareness regarding the importance of preserving
cultural heritage amidst the dynamics of modernization. His
writings serve as a medium for transmitting values,
strengthening local identity, and providing cultural education
for the younger generation. O.K. Nizami Jamil's works on
Riau Malay culture include discussions of customs, local
history, value systems, and Malay identity. Through his
writings, he seeks to capture the collective memory of the
Malay community so that it is not eroded by modernization
and globalization.

OP!@ACCESS
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Figure 2. Documentation photo of Sri Wahyuni Sandra
(October 2025)

From the perspective of intellectual sociology in Indonesia,
the work of an intellectual is seen as part of the process of
knowledge formation that grows from the social and cultural
dynamics of his society. Kuntowijoyo (2018), through the
concept of prophetic social science, emphasizes that
intellectuals have a moral and social responsibility to
transform cultural values into a collective consciousness that
is contextual to the development of the times. Meanwhile,
Abdullah (2017) explains that local knowledge does not
merely function as an effort to record traditions, but also as a
means of forming cultural identity and legitimacy in the
public sphere. Thus, the production of local knowledge (local
knowledge production) becomes a strategic mechanism in
maintaining the sustainability of cultural values amidst the
current of modernization. Within this framework, the works
of O.K. Nizami Jamil can be interpreted as a form of local
knowledge production that positions Malay culture not only
as a traditional legacy, but as a living value system that
remains relevant in contemporary society, especially in
Pekanbaru City. His intellectual role, therefore, is not only
documentary, but also constructive in strengthening the
cultural identity of Riau Malay. Thus, his works function as
documentation as well as strengthening cultural identity.

C. Dedication and Exemplary Behavior in Society

0O.K. Nizami Jamil's dedication to cultural literacy has
made him a role model in Pekanbaru and Riau in general. His
consistency in writing, discussing, and sharing cultural
knowledge demonstrates a strong intellectual commitment.
Recognition of his contributions, marked by the receipt of the
Cultural Award and the award as Maestro of Traditional Arts,
further emphasizes O.K. Nizami Jamil's position as a central
figure in the development of Riau Malay culture. Therefore,
studying his thoughts and works is relevant as an academic
effort to understand the role of local intellectuals in building,
maintaining, and transforming Malay cultural values in the
contemporary era.
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Figure3. Documentation photo of Sri Wahyuni Sandra
(October 25, 2025)

This exemplary attitude is evident in his upholding of
Malay values such as politeness, wisdom, and social
responsibility. He exemplifies that cultural preservation is not
only achieved through artistic performances, but also through
the strengthening of literature and thought. In the context of
regional cultural development, the role of intellectuals like
0.K. Nizami Jamil is crucial as they serve as bridges between
tradition and the younger generation. His works can be used
as learning resources in educational institutions and as
academic references [18].

This study aims to describe and analyze the intellectual role
of O.K. Nizami Jamil in strengthening Riau Malay culture
through his writings. Descriptively, this study identifies the
forms of contributions of thought and ideas contained in his
works. Analytically, this study examines how the construction
of historical, customary, and cultural narratives built by O.K.
Nizami Jamil plays a role in strengthening the cultural identity
of Riau Malay and shaping public awareness of the
importance of preserving traditions.

D. Discussion

The results of this study indicate that O.K. Nizami Jamil's
intellectual role in strengthening Riau Malay culture is
inseparable from the social processes that shaped him from
the beginning of his life. From a cultural sociology
perspective, the formation of intellectual identity is strongly
influenced by the social and cultural environment in which an
individual grows up. This is in line with [19], [20], [21] view
that culture is a system of ideas, actions, and human works
acquired through the learning process in society. The Siak
environment, which is rich in Malay traditions, has become a
strong cultural socialization space for O.K. Nizami Jamil, so
that the values of tradition, art, and religiosity were
internalized from an early age [22]. This condition can also be
explained through the concept ofhabitusfrom [23], who
emphasized that ongoing social experiences will
unconsciously shape an individual's thought patterns and
actions. Thus, his family background and royal environment,
which were close to customary structures, strengthened O.K.
Nizami Jamil's cultural legitimacy as a cultural figure.

[
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The findings of this study also show that the works of O.K.
Nizami Jamil are a real form of local knowledge production
(local knowledge production). In this context, [24] thoughts
on prophetic social science become relevant, where
intellectuals not only function as social observers but also
have a moral responsibility to transform cultural values into
collective consciousness. Works such as the history, customs,
and values of Malay culture written by O.K. Nizami Jamil not
only function as documentation, but also as a means of
education and strengthening cultural identity. This is in line
with [25] who emphasized that local knowledge has a
strategic role in building cultural identity and legitimacy in
the public sphere. Previous research by [26] also showed that
cultural documentation through writing is an effective way to
maintain the sustainability of Malay traditions amidst the
current of modernization. Thus, the work of O.K. Nizami
Jamil can be positioned as part of a systematic effort to
maintain the collective memory of the Malay community [27],
[28].

Furthermore, the function of written works as a medium for
transmitting cultural values can be explained through the
social construction theory proposed [29], [30]. In this theory,
social reality is formed through three main processes:
externalization, objectivation, and internalization. The works
of O.K. Nizami Jamil represent a form of externalization of
Malay cultural values, which are then objectified in written
form and passed on to society. The internalization process
occurs when society, especially the younger generation,
learns and adopts these values in their daily lives. This finding
aligns with research by [31] which states that cultural
literature plays a crucial role in transmitting local values to
the younger generation, particularly in the context of cultural
education.

0O.K. Nizami Jamil's role as an intellectual can also be
understood through the concept of public intellectuals
proposed by [32]. Gramsci distinguished between traditional
intellectuals and organic intellectuals, where organic
intellectuals have direct involvement with society and play a
role in shaping social awareness. In this case, O.K. Nizami
Jamil can be categorized as an organic intellectual because he
not only produced works but was also active in various social
and cultural activities. His involvement in seminars,
discussions, and mentoring the younger generation shows that
he carried out a social function as an agent of cultural change.
This finding is supported by previous research by [33] which
showed that the role of local cultural figures is very important
in bridging tradition and modernity through intellectual and
social activities.

Furthermore, the dedication and exemplary conduct
demonstrated by O.K. Nizami Jamil can be analyzed through
the concept of social capital proposed [34], [35], [36]. Social
capital, in the form of trust, norms, and social networks,
enables individuals to exert significant influence in society.
Values such as politeness, wisdom, and social responsibility
demonstrated by O.K. Nizami Jamil strengthen his social
legitimacy as a cultural figure. This is in line with research by
[37], which found that cultural figures who demonstrate
integrity and consistency in cultural preservation tend to be
more respected and serve as role models by society. Thus,
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exemplary conduct is an important factor in strengthening the
role of intellectuals in society.

In a broader context, the existence of O.K. Nizami Jamil as
a local intellectual has high relevance amidst the current of
globalization. Modernization is often considered a threat to
the sustainability of local culture, but the findings of this study
show that culture can survive through adaptation and
innovation. This is in line with the concept of glocalization
proposed by [38], which states that globalization does not
always erase local culture, but can actually strengthen it
through the process of adaptation. Research by [39]also
shows that preserving local culture through literacy and
education media can be an effective strategy in facing the
challenges of globalization. The works of O.K. Nizami Jamil
prove that Malay culture is not static, but rather dynamic and
able to adapt to the times without losing its identity [40], [41],
[42].
Thus, this discussion confirms that O.K. Nizami Jamil's role
was not limited to producing written works, but also
encompassed strategic functions as a producer of local
knowledge, an agent of social transformation, and a role
model in society [43], [44]. The relationship between this
research's findings and previous theories and research
indicates that local intellectuals hold a crucial role in
maintaining cultural sustainability, especially in the face of
rapid social change.

IV. CONCLUSION

O.K. Nizami Jamil's intellectual legacy in Riau Malay
cultural literature demonstrates his crucial role as a producer
of local cultural knowledge. His background as a cultural
figure in Pekanbaru fostered a strong cultural awareness,
reflected in his writings. Through his books and writings, he
contributed to documenting, interpreting, and strengthening
Riau Malay identity. His dedication and consistency make
him a role model in society and an important reference in the
development of Malay cultural studies. This research
recommends further, in-depth study of O.K. Nizami Jamil's
thinking using a more specific theoretical approach, such as
discourse analysis or cultural historiography.
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